
20 themorningbulletin.com.au Monday, August 14, 2017

NNiiEE

TOMORROW: The future of our earth – Part 2

LIFE NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

— The continuing threat of our
present way of living on our planet
needs to be addressed now for
future survival of all its
inhabitants. There is only one

Earth – we can’t waste it.

OUR current patterns of
consumption are simply not
sustainable and are behind many
of the environmental problems
our planet faces. From air
pollution, to waste from demand
for oil and food to environmental
degradation to climate change
and biodiversity loss, the way we
live is having an impact on planet
Earth.
The need to provide food, fuel,
and fibre to current and future
residents of planet earth has led
to the development of a field of

science.
Sustainability Science is an
applied science providing the
theory and tools that focus on
protecting natural environments
and creating an ecologically and
socially better planet.

Future Earth
Future Earth is an international
research and development
platform for scientific
collaboration focused on long
term sustainability solutions for
the planet.
Launched in 2015, Future Earth
is a 10-year initiative providing
opportunities for scientists and
other leaders in sustainability to
discuss how the world can solve a
range of pressing challenges.

Future Earth’s 2025 vision
addresses eight key challenges to
global sustainability:
■ Deliver water, energy, and food
for all.
■ Decarbonise socio-economic
systems to stabilise the climate.
■ Safeguard the terrestrial,
freshwater and marine natural
assets underpinning human
well-being.
■ Build healthy, resilient and
productive cities.
■ Promote sustainable rural
futures.
■ Improve human health.
■ Encourage sustainable
consumption and production
patterns.
■ Increase social resilience to
future threats.

THE FUTURE
OF OUR
EARTH

SCIENCE WEEK

THE annual nationwide
celebration of Australian
achievements and capabilities in
science is under way (August 12-
20).
National Science Week hosts
organised events and activities,
showcasing science as an
interesting, challenging and
important aspect of our daily
lives.
The theme for schools this year is
Future Earth with a focus on
sustainability science.
The focus is on saving the Earth's
resources so they are available for
others to use for a long time into
the future. Scientists are finding
clever ways to make our use of
resources more sustainable by
either not using precious
resources or finding more
environmentally-friendly
alternatives.
For more about National Science
Week go to their website
www.scienceweek.net.au

Soil erosion
THE washing away of
soil (erosion) by forces
like wind, water and
clearing of trees is a big
environmental problem.
Try this experiment to
see if plants help stop or
reduce soil erosion.
You will need: two
aluminium trays (L21cm
x W14cm x H4cm); two
large deep baking trays;
potting mix / soil;
Scissors; seedlings (e.g.
carrots, radish);
watering can with “rain”
spout; two short plastic
container, or other
object to prop up one
edge of the aluminium
trays to a height of
roughly 3-5cm; outdoor
test area with a flat,
level surface;
stopwatch.
Steps
Fill each tray with
soil, leaving a space at
the top, so the soil is not
flowing over the edges.
Make two vertical
cuts halfway down one
short side of each tray,
then fold down the top
half of that side to
expose the soil, to allow
soil to flow out of the
pan for the erosion test.
Plant seedlings close
together in one of the
trays.
Place the cut ends of
the aluminium tray in
the baking tray, with the
other end propped up on
the plastic container at
an angle.
Fill up the watering
can making sure the
same amount of water is
used for each tray.
Use the watering can
to simulate “rain” on the
tray making sure the
water hits the entire
tray at once. Try to use
the exact same method
for each trial.
Have a friend use a
stopwatch to time the
watering – 10 seconds.
After each test, you
should be left with a
baking tray filled with
water and soil. What do
you notice?
Do you think plants

can be used to help
reduce erosion?

TRY THIS

RESEARCH shows that the global strain on natural
resources has tripled since 1962. With over six billion
people on the planet, resource stocks are already being
depleted faster than nature can regenerate them.

Did you know?

Become Big news
Sponsor Newspapers in Education

The Newspapers in Education Program enables schools throughout our region to receive newspapers every week to
utilise as a classroom resource. Any business that wishes to support this program please call Rebecca on 0749 304 285
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Thanks to these A+ Businesses, NiE can go to school.


