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LIFE NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

NiE

Did you know?

Worryingly, statistics show that nearly half of Australia’s adult population lack
minimum literacy skills and are unable to access sources of knowledge and
learning through reading which may also prevent them from reading for pleasure.

PLANTING A SEED TO READ
CHILDREN exposed to books early on tend to become better learners and
speakers. Being read to regularly and growing up in homes rich in books
means they are more likely to arrive at school with good pre-reading skills.

Bag a book
THERE are many great
children’s authors who have
written lots of entertaining
reads.
With your newspaper’s
Great Australian Storybook
Collection, you can collect 15
books starting with a free
copy of Possum Magic and
collector’s case. Plant the
seed and help them read by
continuing to collect all the
titles in the collection from
July 23 to August 6

I Went Walking
SUE
Williams’
picture
book, I
Went
Walking,
beautifully
illustrated
by Julie
Vivas,
presents a repetitive rhyme
and visual guessing game
ideal for young readers. The
story follows a child who
discovers a parade of animals
on a walk through the country.

Time for Bed

BOOK BITS
A handy idea

Rapt in reading books
IT IS important to encourage
young children to read and
carry on using their skills so
that later in life they can
continue to build their lives
socially, culturally,
educationally and
economically.
The ability to learn about
new subjects and find
helpful information depends
on the skill to read.

A good start

We all know it’s so important
to read to our children every
day when they are young.
But how can you encourage
them to keep reading as they
get older?
■ Encourage kids to make
reading a regular part of
their routine and limiting
other activities such as
watching TV.
■ Create enticing reading

nooks in your home.
■ Share books and
discuss the story line and
ideas.
There are so many choices
out there. One of the best
ways to know what to read is
from recommendations from
friends, the library,
bookstore or online.
Choose a book that:
■ Has a print size that is
easy to read.

Tomorrow: Planting a seed to read - Part 3

■ Is about a topic that is
interesting.
■ Is from a series/author
you read and liked.
■ Has a front/back cover
that looks interesting.
■ Has relevant pictures if
illustrated.
■ Has a reading level in a
good range for you (not too
hard, not too easy).
■ Passes the Five Finger
Test.

Use the Five Finger Test
to help you decide if a
book is too hard for you
to read.
Open your book to any
page. Hold up five
fingers on one hand.
Begin reading at the top
of the page. Put down a
finger each time you
stumble over a word or
come to a word you do
not know. If you can get
to the bottom of the
page and still have at
least one finger up, this
book has passed the
Five Finger Test.

THIS book is
another of
acclaimed
author Mem
Fox's
favourite
picture
books.
The
rhyming text
accompanied by illustrations
by Jane Dyer, shows the baby
animals settling down for a
good night's sleep, making it
perfect for reading to little
ones at bedtime.

Wilfred Gordon McDonald
Partridge
THIS
picture
storybook
about a
boy called
Wilfred
who tries
to discover
the meaning of ‘memory’ so
he can restore that of his
elderly friend, is a tale
thoughtfully told by Mem Fox
and illustrated with humour
and understanding by Julie
Vivas.

