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Did you know?

Say what?

The toss/ flip of a coin

NUMISMATICS is the study and/
or collection of currency,
including coins, notes, tokens
and medals.

USED to decide between two
similar things; basing something
on the outcome of a coin toss.

\ COMMEMORATING COINS

\ ABOUT COINS

\ IN MINT CONDITION

How coins
came to be

Creators of coinage
A MINT is a facility where
coins are made.
The first mint was set up in
Sydney with the establishment of a branch of the Royal
Mint in 1855. Other branches
were also set up in
Melbourne in 1872 and in
Perth in 1899.
The Royal Australian Mint
in Canberra was officially
opened on February 22, 1965.

The first task of the RMA
was to produce coins for the
introduction of Australia’s
decimal currency.
Since then it has produced
more than fifteen billion
circulating coins (massed
produced coins used in
everyday transactions).
Canberra’s Royal
Australian Mint’s main
function is to produce

Australia’s coinage, but it
also produces coins for
other countries, along with
medals, medallions, tokens
and seals.
The only other operational
mint in Australia is the Perth
Mint which has been
providing premium gold,
silver and platinum products
and services to markets
throughout the world

for 118 years.
The Perth Mint issues
an array of bullion and
highly sought-after
collectable legal tender
coins, bars and medallions
each year.
Visitors to both the
mints in Canberra and Perth
can discover the history of
coins in Australia and look
out over the factory to learn

the processes in minting.
★ The Guinness World
Record holding Australian
Kangaroo One Tonne Gold
Coin is kept at the Perth
Mint.
★ Notes are produced by
Note Printing Australia in
Melbourne.
Check it out
www.ramint.gov.au and
www.perthmint.com.au

THE idea of using objects to
represent value came about
as a way to solve the
problems of bartering
(trading goods or services
without the exchange of
money) and was the first
step towards currency.
A general measure was
needed to be able to
compare the value of goods
more easily.
Using objects such as
shells, metal or stones as a
form of currency gave
traders a way of paying for
things.
These objects were easy
to carry, tough and could
be stored for a long time
but there were still problems
with using objects as
currency. They weren’t
easy to divide into smaller
amounts and with so
many different objects
being used, it was hard to
agree on what each was
worth.
That’s why coins were
invented.

\ COLLECTING COINS

The stories behind the medals
COMMEMORATIVE coins
with special designs
depicting anniversaries or
marking significant events,
people or organisations are
produced as pieces for
collections.
News Corp Australia is
offering an exclusive and
limited edition Legends of
the ANZACS collection of
legal tender coins produced
by the Royal Australian
Mint.
Honouring and
recognising the Anzac

Centenary commemorative
period, each coin explores a
different piece of Australia’s
military history.
The 14-coin collection
includes four unique-issue
25 cent coins plus 10 silver 20
cent coins, each with a
different design theme.
The coins representing
significant military
decorations are exact
replicas of medals, with
stories covering 100 years of
Anzac, from the First World
War to current deployment.

The coin’s backing card
explains the origin of the
medal and its significance,
as well as the story of a
recipient of the medal and
how they earned it.
Available for purchase
through your newspaper, the
coins can be collected at
participating newsagents
from April 9 to April 23.
The first coin, the Victoria
Cross, and collector’s album
are free on day one and the
remaining 13 coins will be
available for $3 each.

Interesting Facts - The Victoria Cross

■ The Victoria Cross is the highest award for acts of
gallantry in the face of the enemy during wartime.
■ It has been bestowed upon 96 Australians under
the Imperial honours system.
■ Four Australian soldiers have been awarded the
Victoria Cross for Australia, introduced in 1991.
■ Lance-Corporal Albert Jacka was the first Australian
awarded the Victoria Cross for single-handedly defeating a
Turkish attack at Gallipoli on May 19, 1915, during the First
World War.
■ Corporal Cameron Baird was posthumously awarded the
100th Victoria Cross to an Australian for his brave actions in
leading an assault on an enemy-held compound in the
Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan, on June 22, 2013. Baird was
on his fourth tour when he was killed.

MEDAL OF HONOUR: The
Victoria Cross, copper-plated
25 cent coin.
PHOTO: THE
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MINT
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