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A message from Annastacia
Fishing is part of the Queensland way of life and an important part of our economy.
Because of its importance, a Labor Government will develop strategies to improve
infrastructure for recreational fishers and also obtain the maximum value from the
limited fishing resource.
Labor will seek to increase the economic value of the state’s fisheries resource by
recognising that the total value of fish caught by recreational fishing tourists
includes spending on local tourism-related businesses such as charter boats,
caravan parks and bait and tackle suppliers. In recognition of this, a Labor
Government will establish net-free zones and implement a plan for promoting
charter fishing.
Labor will also review the complexity of the onerous regulatory structure applying
to commercial fishing to ensure sustainability objectives are achieved at lower
economic and social cost, thereby ensuring Queensland obtains the maximum
value from its fisheries resource on a sustainable basis.
Labor will also work toward improving marine infrastructure such as boat ramps
across Queensland. To improve the economic value of Queensland’s fisheries
resource, a future Labor Government will take a five-pronged approach;
•
•
•
•
•

adopt a fisheries resource allocation policy based on maximising economic
value
develop a charter fishing action plan
establish three net-free fishing zones in north and central Queensland
review the regulatory structure of commercial fishing to ensure the
sustainability of Queensland’s fisheries
extend the Marine Infrastructure Fund by $15 million a year for the 2016-17
and 2017-18 financial years and prioritise key regional boat ramp upgrades
that the LNP has ignored.

Annastacia Palaszczuk MP
Leader of the Opposition

Labor is committed to maximising the economic value that Queenslanders
receive from sustainable management of their fisheries resources. Accordingly,
Labor will recognise tourism-related fishing for the first time as a distinct
activity and develop the economic value of tourism-related fishing.
A Labor Government will implement a five-pronged approach to managing the
State’s fisheries resource:
•
•
•
•
•

adopt a fisheries resource allocation policy based on maximising
economic value
develop a charter fishing Action Plan
establish three net-free fishing zones in north and central Queensland
review the regulatory structure of commercial fishing to ensure the
sustainability of Queensland’s fisheries
extend the Marine Infrastructure Fund by $15 million a year over 		
2016-17 and 2017-18 financial years and prioritise key regional boat 		
ramp upgrades that the LNP has ignored.

The challenge
Fishing is part of the Queensland lifestyle, and Queensland’s fishing opportunities
are one of the state’s tourism attractions.
This reality has never been fully recognised in fisheries management arrangements,
which historically have regarded tourism-related fishing as no different from other
recreational fishing, and have regarded charter fishing operations as no more than a
platform for recreational fishing.
As a consequence, resource allocation decisions in fisheries have usually been taken
on the basis of maintaining existing shares between recreational and commercial
fishing sectors. Little if any regard has been paid to moving resource allocation
towards those activities that provide the greatest social and economic return for
Queenslanders. In particular, no regard has been had to opportunities for
expanding tourism-related fishing, and thereby attracting tourist dollars to the
state.
A stronger policy framework would allocate fisheries resources to the activities
providing the best economic value from its access to the resource. Tourism-related
fishing provides a unique value to the state in that it is accompanied by demand for
a wide range of other goods and services and generates economic value well above
that from fishing alone.
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LNP’S failure
The Newman Government has done little to reform fisheries management in
Queensland. Its only initiative has been to spend $9 million of taxpayers’ money to
reduce the number of commercial net fishers on Queensland’s east coast in the
unlikely hope that this will reduce overall commercial effort and so increase the
resource available to recreational fishers. While this initiative has reduced the
number of commercial fishers, it has not been targeted into net free zones which
can generate economic benefit for their local communities.

Labor’s solution
Fisheries resource action policy
Labor will adopt a fisheries resource allocation policy based on the principle that
fisheries resources should be allocated to those who would provide the greatest
economic value from their access.
Charter fishing
Labor will recognise charter fishing in particular, as a distinct fishing activity with an
economic benefit for the state and develop an action plan for the development of
charter fishing which:
•
•

Identifies fisheries resources with tourism-related potential at a detailed
regional level
Develops mechanisms (for example quota systems) to enable charter fishing
to operate on a sustainable basis with minimum regulation, including the
ability to increase it access to fisheries resources in line with economic
opportunities.

Net free fishing zones
Labor will establish three net-free fishing zones in north and central Queensland.
•
•
•

Trinity Bay - Cairns,
St Helens Beach – Cape Hillsborough, North of Mackay
Yeppoon/Keppel Bay/Fitzroy River, Capricorn Coast.

A Labor Government will set aside $10 million to fund the necessary buyout of
commercial fishing activity in these areas. This will be funded from Labor’s Great
Barrier Reef policy funding allocation.
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It is anticipated that this funding will meet the compensation needed to establish
the three proposed net-free fishing zones. The decision on any further net-free
zones will be made after an open application process.
Separately, a Queensland Labor Government will sit down with both recreational
and commercial fishing organisations to investigate how a commercial net-free
fishing area can be best instituted in Moreton Bay to obtain the maximum gain from
the fisheries resource in Moreton Bay for the benefit of the region.
Commercial Fishing
Labor recognises the importance of the commercial fishing industry, both as a
generator of jobs in regional Queensland and as a supplier of seafood to domestic
and export markets. Accordingly, Labor in government adopted a Queensland
Fisheries Strategy with the themes of:
•
•
•

protecting habitat
managing harvest on a sustainable basis, with enhanced co-management
arrangements with industry and reform of the extremely complex regulatory
arrangements governing Queensland fisheries
adding value through industry development efforts and recognising
economic issues in the design of fisheries management arrangements.

These efforts at co-management, regulatory reform and industry development have
been abandoned by the Newman Government. They will be resurrected by Labor.
Labor will:
•
•
•

re-instate effective consultative arrangements between fisheries managers
and all stakeholders, including those with commercial, recreational, charter
and environmental interests;
recognise economic and commercial issues in the design of fisheries
management arrangements, with a view to maximising the value of 		
Queensland’s sustainable fisheries catch; and
develop, announce and implement a program of review of fisheries
management arrangements to deliver real regulatory reform aimed at
maintaining the sustainability of Queensland’s fisheries at lower economic
and social cost. An early candidate for review will be the complex array of
input controls on commercial fishers.

Boat Ramps
Labor will extend the Marine Infrastructure Fund by $15 million a year for the 201617 and 2017-18 financial years to improve marine infrastructure such as boat ramps
all across Queensland and to prioritise projects which the LNP has ignored such as
the Cannonvale VMR boat ramp upgrade.
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Benefits
Recreational fishers spend some $400 million annually on fishing gear, boats, fuel
and other equipment. The gross wholesale value of commercial fishing production
is approximately $250 million per annum. With indirect and induced effects, the
total value of recreational, commercial and charter fishing activity to the State
would be in the vicinity of $1.5 billion a year. Increasing this value by 10% would
therefore add some $150 million to the state’s economy, equivalent to some 1,350
jobs.
Labor’s fishing policy is designed to generate tourism-related activity with charter
boat fishing and recreational fishing in net free zones.
Labor’s fishing policy will also help publicise the availability of Queensland’s
fisheries resources for tourists and so assist in campaigns marketing tourism in
Queensland.

Labor’s commitment
Labor is committed to maximising the economic value that
Queenslanders receive from sustainable management of their fisheries
resources. Accordingly, Labor will recognise tourism-related fishing for
the first time as a distinct activity and develop the economic value of
tourism related fishing.
A Labor Government will implement a five pronged approach to
managing the State’s fisheries resource:
•
•
•
•
•

adopt a fisheries resource allocation policy based on maximising
economic value
develop a charter fishing action plan
establish three net-free fishing zones in north and central 			
Queensland
review the regulatory structure of commercial fishing to ensure 		
the sustainability of Queensland’s fisheries
extend the Marine Infrastructure Fund by $15 million a year over
2016-17 and 2017-18 financial years and prioritise key regional 		
boat ramp upgrades that the LNP has ignored.
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For more information:
annastacia.com.au

@annastaciamp

facebook.com/APalaszczukMP

