
Natural disasters
DISASTERS usually occur because of
an upset in the earth’s natural geo-
graphical or weather patterns but hu-
man factors can also have an effect.
Both can cause a change to our normal
living conditions.

Hot and dry
BECAUSE of our geography and chan-
geable rainfall patterns, Australia is
often affected by hot, dry conditions.
Extreme heat and very low rainfall can
have a huge impact on the environment,
animals, plants and people.
A drought is a prolonged period where
little or no rain is recorded causing very
dry conditions. The Australian Bureau
of Meteorology defines a drought ‘as
rainfall over a three-month period being
in the lowest decline of what has been
recorded for that region in the past.’

This means there is not enough water
for the needs of people, animal and
plants.

Droughts can last for many years and
affect many people. Droughts limit

water supply causing food crops to fail
and farm animals to die.

During droughts other disasters can
also occur, such as bushfires.

Droughts are hard to predict and
cause great hardships particularly for
those in rural areas.
A heatwave is a prolonged period of
extremely hot and humid weather
with little air movement to cool things
down.

The Bureau of Meteorology defines
a heatwave as ‘three or more days of
maximum and minimum temperatures
that are unusual for the location.’

There are three grades of heatwave:
standard, severe and extreme.

As the temperature rises, people,
animals and plants can experience
heat stress as it becomes more diffi-
cult to keep cool and stay hydrated.

Heatwave conditions are not only
dangerous to people and animals, they
can also severely damage roads and
highways, bridges, railway lines and
electrical equipment.

THE State Emergency Service is a group of
volunteers who assist communities prepare
for, respond to and recover from an event or
disaster.

Each state and territory in Australia has
an SES response agency made up of people
from all walks of life who have a common
desire to help make their community safer.
In a disaster, they support other emergency

services, provide information, safety advice
and arrange for the delivery of essential
supplies to people affected.

Easily identified by their distinctive
orange overalls, the SES is a wonderful
support group.

To contact the State Emergency Service
anywhere in Australia phone 132 500.

THE SES

● Australia is the world’s
driest inhabited continent.
● Many droughts in Australia
are related to what
meteorologists consider El
Nino events.
● The Millennium Drought
from late 1996 to mid-2010,
saw much of the densely
populated southeast and
southwest of Australia
experience a prolonged period
of dry conditions.
● Heatwaves have taken more
Australian lives than any other
natural hazard in the past 200
years.
● The elderly, those with
health problems, outdoor
workers, athletes and the
homeless are considered to
be particularly vulnerable
during heatwaves.
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PROBABLY those most affected by
hot, dry drought conditions are our
farmers.

Buy a Bale campaign supports our
rural communities in drought by
providing meaningful support for
farmers by delivering hay and other
essential items to farmers who have
no feed left for their livestock.

March 23, 2016 is Buy a Bale day.
To find out more go to

www.buyabale.com.au

HELP A FARMER

ARE you prepared for a drought or
heatwave? Are you able to manage
water so that it lasts for longer? Can
you remain cool in a heatwave?
● List five ways of how you can save
water at home and at school.
● List five ways to stay cool and
comfortable during a heatwave.
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