
Natural disasters
EVERYONE on earth lives through con-
stantly varying conditions. Significant
changes in the normal state of the planet
and its atmosphere can lead to extreme
events like droughts, floods, landslides,
storms, cyclones, ocean and coastal surg-
es, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, bush-
fires, heat waves and extreme cold snaps.

These disasters usually occur because
of an upset in the Earth’s natural ge-
ographical or weather patterns, but hu-
man factors can also have an effect. Both
can cause a change to our normal living
conditions.

Facing the flood
Causes

Prolonged or very heavy rainfall, severe
storms, tropical cyclones, monsoonal (wet
season) rains, snow melt or dam failure
can all cause water to cover land that is
not usually submerged.

Few places in this vast continent of
ours are untouched by this phenomenon,
with either localised flooding or wides-
pread inundation being experienced at
some time or another. A range of sit-
uations can cause flooding, and the
source of the excess water varies.
● Coastal flooding occurs when huge
waves caused by a cyclone or severe
storm deliver a surge of seawater onto
the land. High tides can also cause a rise
in water levels.
● Waterway flooding happens when
rivers and creeks do not have the capac-
ity to carry away the extra water caused
by constant, heavy rainfall, melting snow
or overflowing dams. Factors that in-
fluence this type of flooding are the in-
tensity and duration of rainfall, the vol-
ume and distribution of water, the lie of
the land, tidal influences and the prior
weather.

THE progression of a flood can vary,
which determines the impact it has on
the area where it occurs.
● Flash floods result when large
amounts of water fall in a short period
of time, usually as a consequence of a
thunderstorm, and often occur rapidly
and with little warning.
● Slow-onset floods are floods that
take days to build up and may last for
long periods of time. They usually
occur in the vast flat inland river
areas of Australia.
● Rapid-onset flooding occurs more
quickly, and is potentially more
damaging, as there is generally less
time to take preventative measures.
The flow of water is faster and more
dangerous.

FLOOD FACTS

FLOODS can be both good and bad.
Areas suffering from drought

conditions rely on the heavy rains
that often cause flooding to bring
relief to the livestock, crops and
people that depend on water to
survive.

Environmentally, floods can be
important to local ecosystems and
are a natural way for wetlands,
swamps and waterways to revive and
replenish.

On the down side, however, floods
also have an economic and emotional
effect on people and property directly
affected by the inundation of water.

Lives may be lost, people’s health
affected, infrastructure can be
severely damaged, food and essential
items cannot get through to those in
flooded areas, things are washed
away, and people have to leave their
homes.

EFFECTS
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THE impact these extreme
conditions can have on our lives
can be devastating. A community
needs to be able to recover quickly,
financially and physically from a
severe event.

Therefore, it is important to be
prepared and plan ahead for any
emergency.

In the event of a flood:
● Never swim, play, drive, walk or
ride through floodwater.
● Stay informed – be aware of the
situation. Tune into your
emergency broadcasters.
● Be ready to act quickly, as
conditions can change rapidly.
● Evacuate if advised by
authorities.
● Collect together medicines,
clothing, important documents,
mementos, photos and pets and
take them with you if you have to
evacuate.

BE PREPARED

UP TO 60 people were stranded at
the Five Rocks camping area at
Waterpark Creek in Byfield
National Park on the night of
Saturday, March 5, after the region
received more than 200mm of rain
in 48 hours.

The SES and Queensland Police
Service conducted a large-scale
evacuation, taking 12 trips to ferry
all those stranded across the
swollen creek.

SES rescuers’ highest priority
was focused on picking up an
eight-month-pregnant woman and
an unwell child.

IN THE NEWS

USING the headings
below, see if you can
come up with a list of
things to consider and do

3. If you need to
evacuate
4. If you stay, or on your
return

in the event of a flood.
Flood action guide
1. Before flooding occurs
2. If flooding appears likely

ACTIVITY
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