
          IS IT ORGANIC? 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
Read the content for this topic then answer the following questions 
to see how much you understand about what you read. 
 

1. What types of products can be considered organic? 
 

2. List three things organic products should be free from. 
 

3. What is one reason someone chooses to buy organic 
products? 

 
4. How can a buyer know if a product is certified organic? 

 
5. What do products need to meet in order to be labelled 

organic? 
 

6. What is one reason organic products are often more 
expensive? 

 
7. Buying organic products in bulk can ______ ________. 

 
8. What does NOW stand for? 

 
9. How many organic certifying bodies are approved by the 

Australian Government? 
 

10.  How many years does it take for a producer to be certified 
as organic? 
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     ACTIVITY 2 
     AN ORGANIC LOGO 
     In today’s organic conscious consumer world there are  
     many organic logo designs. 
     Businesses that produce organic goods like to show that their   
     products are organic by displaying a certified organic logo on  
     their packaging. 
 
     Design a new logo to show that a product is organic. 
 
     Below are some examples of labels used in Australia and    
     overseas. 
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ACTIVITY 3 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY EXPERIMENT 
Do ants prefer natural or artificial sweeteners? 
Try this experiment to find out. 
 
Materials 
•1 teaspoon white sugar 
•1 teaspoon powdered stevia 
•1 teaspoon powdered aspartame-based sweetener 
•1 teaspoon powered saccharin-based sweetener 
•4 sheets of A4 paper 
•Anthill 
•Notebook 
•Pencil 
•Camera 
 

1. Label each sheet of paper with the names of the 
sweeteners.  

2. Find an ant hill / nest preferably on a flat surface in a sunny 
area. Create a home base for your experiment by placing 
the four sheets of paper in a square around the nest. 

3. Place one teaspoon of each of the sweeteners on the 
named sheet of paper. Keep it there for an hour or more so 
the ants can get used to it. 

4. Make observations. What happens? Do the ants seem 
interested in the sweeteners? Do they like one more than 
another? How can you tell? Take photos to show the 
results. 

  
*  Try the experiment again with the piles in different corners. 
Why do you think this change might make a difference? Are 
the results the same? If you dissolve your sweeteners in a 
teaspoon of water, does this change your results? Try it out 
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 
In Wordy News this week we defined the word CRITERIA 
which was used in the following way: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word criterion and criteria mean the same thing but one is 
the singular form and the other plural. Read the rule then 
choose which word should be used in the sentences below.  
 
Criterion (singular) Criteria (Plural) – a basis for comparison; a 
reference point against which other things can be evaluated  
 
The schools must comply with government ________ 
 
When you buy a car, safety should be the number-one ________. 
 
Banks have tightened their lending __________ as a result of the 
credit crunch. 
 
The __________ for those who can stay and those who must go 
are contradictory. 
 
When it comes to the appointment of school principals, merit is the 
one ________ that should matter. 
 
The teacher will assess your assignment according to six ______. 
 
The most important __________, when reviewing a book, is the 
quality of the plot. 
 
They award an organic label to products that meet certain  
____________ . 
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ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 
The Australian Organic School’s website has lots of great 
information for you to learn about organic gardening. 
www.organicschools .com.au 
 
There are seven great fact sheets that will teach you about 
gardening and growing and caring for plants. 
 
List what you would expect to find in each of these topics. 
 
Let’s get started 
## 
Creating healthy soil 
## 
Planning your garden 
## 
Planting and mulching 
## 
Caring for your garden 
## 
Garden friends and pests 
## 
Propagating and seed saving 
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ACTIVITY 6 
NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

 

Prompting a switch 
Some words in the story below have been switched 
using incorrect tenses or form. 
Correct the errors in bold. 
 
AUSTRALIA shoppers was motivated to change what they 
eat if they experienced a health crisis, according to a recent 
survey by researchers Mobium Group. 
The survey of 1000 grocery shoppers find 16% of people 
who buy organic start to do so because of illness. 
The early findings has been release in the lead-up to the 
biennial Australian Organic Market Report in November. 
Initial results show 50% of shoppers first bought organics 
because of increase awareness about the positive impact 
organic food, fibre or cosmetics had on their personal 
health. A further 32% said they bought organics for 
environmental reasons and 25% because of animal welfare 
concerns. 
Australian Organic chair Dr Andrew Monk expect the trend 
to continuing as more research show the benefits of 
organics. 
“Results like RMIT University’s study that show you can 
reduce pesticide exposure by 90% by switch to an organic 
diet and a recent study by UK’s Newcastle University 
showing organic crops can been up to 70% higher in 
certain antioxidants is building scientific evidence.” 

 
CHECK YOUR CORRECTINS WITH THE STORY ON THE 
NIE PAGE IN YOUR NEWSPAPER. 


