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tal development, agricultural run-off,
climate change and severe weather
events like cyclones.

Protecting the reef
Protecting the reef has benefits beyond
conservation – it is also an investment
in the continued security of coastal
communities and provides significant
benefits to the Australian economy.
Reef industries, such as tourism and

fishing, which contribute about $6 bil-
lion annually to the Australian econo-
my and employ about 63,000 people, are
reliant on a healthy environment.
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

was created in 1975 to ensure natural,
cultural and social values were main-
tained while supporting sustainable use
and long-term protection. But it is in
jeopardy and there are a number of
campaigns like “Fight for the Reef”.
NOTE: The Federal Government has

approved the expansion of a coal port at
Abbot Point, 50km from the Whitsun-
day Islands, making it the largest in
the world. However, environmental
concerns over the impact on the
reef may put a stop to it.

Our Great Reef
DID YOU KNOW?

The Great Barrier Reef :-
● Is bigger than Victoria and
Tasmania combined
● Received world heritage status in
1981, the first coral reef ecosystem in
the world to have this distinction.
●Was placed on the National
Heritage List in May 2007.

One of the world’s wonders is under threat
ONE of the seven wonders of the nat-
ural world, stretching south from the
tip of Cape York, Queensland, to just
north of Bundaberg, is our very own
Great Barrier Reef.
Covering 344,400sq km in area
(2300km long and between 60 and
250km wide) this natural formation is
the largest living structure on the
planet and the only living thing on
earth visible from space.
The Great Barrier Reef is incredibly
rich and diverse comprising of around
3000 individual reef systems, 600 pictu-
resque tropical islands and 300 coral
cays and about 150 inshore mangrove
islands.
Our reef’s biodiversity is part of
what makes it great providing a home
for a huge number of plants and ani-
mals. The array of marine creatures
includes 600 types of soft and hard
corals, more than 100 species of jelly
fish, 3000 varieties of molluscs, 500
species of worms, 1625 types of fish, 133
varieties of sharks and rays and more
than 30 species of whales and dolphins.

Under threat
Our reef is faced with natural and
man-made threats every day. Poor
fishing practices, dredging, dumping,
shipping, pollution, declining water
quality and coral bleaching exacerbat-
ed by increased sea temperatures are
all seriously threatening the reef’s
future.

Since 1985 there has been a 50%
decline in coral due to pressure
from increased port and coas-

HAVE you ever come across a word in
the newspaper that you haven’t seen
before? This week’s word is ICON
Definition: Something regarded as a

symbol of a belief, nation, community
or cultural movement.

WORDY NEWS

HEAD online for some dino-fun with
plenty of dinosaur facts, chances to
win and games, including a range of
jig-saur puzzles, meteorsaur in which
you use meteors to free dinosaurs,
dino-dodge where you need to keep
your tetradactyl from flying into
things and build-a-saur in which you
can make your own dinosaur.
Remember to keep collecting the
dinosaur cards. Catch them all until
June 21. Check it out
at your newspaper’s
website by clicking
on the dinosaur tab.

CHECK
IT OUT
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WHICH Asian country has
the Australian Government

recently advised travellers to
exercise a high degree of caution
if visiting? Why?
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QUIZ TIME
EACH week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE

online.
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WHICH public holiday was
recognised on June 9, 2014,

except in Western Australia?

WHICH movie opened in
cinemas across Australia
last week based on one of

John Green’s novels?
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WHAT body of water surrounds the
Great Barrier Reef? (Clue: CS)
THE outbreak of which creature has
been considered a serious threat to
the health of the Great Barrier Reef?
(CLue: COTS)

DAILY BRAIN GAME

Discuss the following topic.
Dredging impact on reef
THE impact of dredging near the
Great Barrier Reef could be much
worse than industry or the govern-
ment is making out, a report from an
environmental group claimed.
A report commissioned by the
Australian Marine Conservation
Society claimed the reef’s World
Heritage area was “under threat”
from dredging.
The report was released to counter
claims from the mining and ports
industry, backed by the State Govern-
ment, that dredging did not damage
the reef.
Compiled from findings from exist-
ing scientific reports, including the
marine park authority, it claimed
dredging eradicated seagrass and
marine animals “living in the
dredge area”.

NEWS IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

NEXT
WEEK’S TOPIC:
World Cup Wrap Up
(five-part special)
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