
       FLYING OUR FLAG 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
Read the content for this topic then answer the following questions to 
see how much you understand about what you read. 
 

1. In which city was the Australian National Flag officially flown 
for the first time? 
 

2. How many years ago was the flag first flown officially? 
 

3. Who was the Prime Minister at the time? 
 

4. In what year was the Flag Act declared? 
 

5. What colour is used on the background of the flag flown by 
Australian merchant ships? 

 
6. What date is Australian National Flag Day? 

 
7. Since 1901 how many times has the design been changed? 

 
8. How many points are there on the Commonwealth or 

Federation Star? 
 

9. Which two flags are also recognised as flags of Australia? 
 

10. What is the area of the Australian Flag that flies over 
Parliament House in Canberra? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                          FLYING OUR FLAG 

 
     ACTIVITY 2 
     OTHER FLAGS 
     Each state of Australia has its own flag consisting of the British  
     Blue Ensign and a badge that represents the state. As the  
     territories were never separate British colonies, they have adopted  
     flags that are not based on the colonial pattern. Match the flag  
     with its state, territory or indigenous group. 
 

Aboriginal 
 

Australian Capital Territory 
 

Christmas Island 
 

Lord Howe Island 
 

New South Wales 
 

Norfolk Island 
 

Northern Territory 
 

Queensland 
 

South Australia 
 

Tasmania 
 

Torres Strait Islands 
 

Victoria 
 

Western Australia 
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ACTIVITY 3 
FLY THE FLAG 
The Australian National Flag can be flown every day of the year but 
there are seven special days that the flag must be raised. Link the 
dates and the events on which they occur.  
 

Anniversary of establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia 
(1901).  
 

Anzac Day - flags flown at half mast till noon, then at the peak for 
the remainder of the day.  
 

Australia Day- Anniversary of First Fleet arrival  
 

Australian National Flag Day - anniversary of our Flag, first flown in 
1901. 
  

Commonwealth of Nations Day. 
  

Queen's Birthday is celebrated (Except in WA/ Qld where held in 
October). 
  

Remembrance Day - Flags flown at peak till 10:30 am, at half mast 
from 10:30am to 11:03am, then at peak the remainder of the day.  
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 
In Wordy News this week we defined the word CONSOLATION 
which was used in the following way: 
 
 
Mixed up? 
There’s a number of words in the English language that get mixed up 
because they sound similar but have very different meanings. 
Match the words with their correct meaning. 
 
consolation – constellation 
a group of stars 
the act of comforting 
 
lose - loose 
to come to be without 
not bound together 
 
effect – affect 
to act on or produce a change 
the result or consequence of something 
 
weather – whether 
used to introduce alternatives 
the state of the atmosphere eg wind, temperature, cloudiness 
 
accept - except  
to agree to receive 
not including 
 
aloud - allowed  
permitted 
out loud 
 
principal - principle  
the head of a school 
a fundamental rule or belief 

25 April  
Second Monday in June  
3 September  
1 January  
26 January  
Second Monday in March  
11 November 
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ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 
THE YIKE BIKE 
Watch the short Discovery Channel video about the Yike Bike 
and answer the questions. 
 
www.yikebike.com/design/video-gallery/yikebike-discovery-channel 
 
 

1. Which city in New Zealand is the video set? 
 

2. Why is it called a Yike Bike? 
 

3. What does it weigh? 
 

4. What are three advantages of this folding bike? 
 

5. What speeds can the bike travel up to? 
 

6. What is an advantage of the upright riding position? 
 

7. Which side of the bike is the accelerator? 
 

8. What does the Yike Bike run on? 
 

9. What style bike is it similar to? 
 

10. What special feature is included in the bike to stop the wheels 
from skidding? 
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ACTIVITY 6 
NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

 

Every ninth word in the story below has run up the flag 
pole. Insert a word so the story makes sense. 
 
Restoring the flag 
  A Historical Society is aiming to restore a    of the First 
World War found in a     about 17 years ago. 
It is still unknown    the Historical Society came to possess 
an Australia    Ensign, but past members maintain it was 
found   1996. 
   
The Historical Society vice-president said after     research, 
the organisation had almost solved the mystery. 
“    was flown in France by D Company of    15th Battalion 
AIF, which was commanded by Sir Josiah Francis of 
Ipswich, who brought it back with  .”  
   
The Historical Society has learned that the flag    given by 
Sir Francis to Hubert Foote, a    World War army chaplain 

who was passionate about   flag and brought it for display 
at Anzac   ceremonies for many years. 
   

The Ensign shows signs    war and old age and is quite 

fragile,    the Historical Society members consider it an 

irreplaceable    of history that should be restored for the     
   Day centenary next year. 
 

CHECK THE STORY ON THE NIE PAGE TO COMPARE 
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