
                                   WONDERFUL WORDS  

                                                                                                            TASK CARD 1 
 

WEIRD WORDS  
There are some wonderful, whacky words in the English language. 
Use these words in a sentence. You’ll find their meanings on the 
topic page. 

 
blatherskite  ___________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
deepooperit  ___________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
ergophobia  ___________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
foofaraw  _____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
rigmarole  ____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
vease ________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
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CONFUSED? 
Find the seven pairs of confused words as listed on the topic page 
and then use them to complete the sentences below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
I need to make _______________ mistakes so I spend _________ time 
correcting them. 
 
This morning’s rain will have very little ___________ on the drought and 
won’t _____________ the harvest. 
 
The large ___________ of people at the race drank a huge _________ of 
water. 
 
The dancer received many _______________ about his performance and 
how the music was the perfect _______________ to the dance. 
 
Our office will ___________ all calls ___________ on Sundays. 
 
It was the team’s ___________ appearance in the _____________ football 
league. 
 
The dance school’s ____________ dancer has a strict _____________ of 
never speaking before a solo. 
 
 

A S D F A F F E C T 

G H T C P J K L W E 

E R C O R T Y T U X 

T N E M I L P M O C 

N I F P N E R O P E 

U P F L C U E A A P 

O R E E I F M S C T 

M E A M P E I B C D 

A M F E A W E S E G 

H I J N L E R S P R 

K E L T M R E E T N 

P R I N C I P L E C 



                                   WONDERFUL WORDS  

                                                                                                            TASK CARD 3 

BLOOPERS 
Here are some more examples of when spelling and grammar errors 
can change the meaning or make it difficult to understand what is 
meant. Correct the mistakes before they are published! 
 
Chemist - Drop in and meet Chris and Rob our new pharmacists. 
 
Backstage Enterance – Past Holders Only 
 
The legal document stated that the injury a curd while he was running 
down the hill. 
 
Public Opinon Survey – weed like to no what your thinking. 
 
Pinto Beans are an exellent sauce of protein. 
 
Re liability – always up holding the highest standards for every detal. 
 
Gran Opening this weekend. 
 
Gold Coast Untied and there opposition played well despite the 
heavy rain. 
 
 NEWSPAPER HEADLINES -  change these headlines 

 
LOCAL HIGHSCHOOL DROPOUTS CUT IN HALF 
 
KIDS COOK AND SREVE GRANDPARENTS 
 
RED TAPE HOLDS UP NEW BRIDGE 
 
HOSPITAL SUED BY SEVEN FOOT DOCTORS 
 
SAFETY EXPERTS – SCHOOL BUS PASSENGERS SHOULD BE 
BELTED 
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TAUGHT TAUTOLOGIES 
Read the following sentences and remove a word or words from each 
so there are no tautologies. 
 

o She was at home all alone by herself during the storm. 
 

o The swans were stuck on the frozen ice. 
 

o Can we all meet together tomorrow? 
 

o The armed gunman was caught running from the scene. 
 

o The Bureau of Meteorology gave us advance warning of the 
hail storm. 

 
o A King Brown snake injected its poisonous venom into its 

prey. 
 

o During the parade we estimated roughly how many were in the 
crowd. 

 
o Jake and Jenny are a pair of twins who like swimming. 

 
o What was the end result of the football match? 

 
o A baby boy was born during the earthquake. 

 
o On the safari the travellers were in close proximity to the lions. 

 
o Can you solve my difficult dilemma? 

 
o To master the basic fundamentals of the game you must 

understand the rules. 
 

o Please place the bag into that empty space. 
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LIKE  WORDS 
Complete the word crosses using homophones or anagrams. 
(A is across  D is down) 
 
A: A colour 
D: The wind _________ the trees down. 
 

 
 
 
A: Scales show how much it __________. 
D: A map shows you the ________. 
 
 
 
A:  A branch of a tree 
D: To bend over from the waist. 
 
 
 
A: The land along the edge of the sea. 
D: An animal a jockey rides. 
 
 
 
 
A: Loathed 
D: The end of life 
 
 
 
 
 
A: To divide and distribute 
D: Rabbit like animals. 
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CROSS  WORDS 
To complete the crossword edit the sentences below. Find the non-
standard spelling in each one then write the correct spelling in the 
appropriate spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACROSS     DOWN 
4 The flies were a nusance at the   1 They dug tunnels to make 
    Barbecue.        their escape. 
5 The horse’s main was black.  2 You will larf at the clowns. 
6 The box was too heave to carry.   3 Don’t watch too much 
                                                                          television. 
8  I cut the apple in harf.   7 The teams were earven at   

    half time. 
10 The teacher paid me a complement 8 The crowd caused havic at  
     for my good manners.                                  the sale. 
      9 The small child let out  
                                                                          a loud whale.   

 

  1.    2.   3.  

 4.         

          

5.          

     6. 7.    

8.          

    9.      

          

          

10.          
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PERFECT PUNCTUATION 
Punctuation is important because it helps the reader to understand 
the meaning of the text. Read this passage and show where the 
punctuation should go. Use II to show where a new line should go. 
 
The Kidnapping of Clarissa Montgomery (by Robin Klein) 
 
you’ll only have to stay here until your rich guardian pays the ransom 

said the kidnapper whose name was Humphrey he felt rather sorry 

for poor little clarissa she hadn’t said anything since they’d grabbed 

her from the luxurious grounds of her mansion that afternoon i think 

the little kid’s in shock humphrey said worriedly to spud who had 

masterminded the abduction spud didn’t care if she was in shock 

neither did milligan just sit tight and don’t cause any trouble kid spud 

snarled as soon as the old man pays the fifty thousand you’ll be sent 

back clarissa finally spoke fifty thousand she said i’m sure he’ll 

manage to find it said kind-hearted Humphrey reassuringly you’ll be 

out of here in no time clarissa looked at him coldly you’re all mad she 

said you could have got a whole lot more than fifty thousand my 

guardian is loaded 
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CRYPTIC PUZZLES 

Here are some cryptic puzzles. Can you work out what they are 

saying? 

1.         2. ______________  
TIME TIME        READING 
                                 ______________ 
                                   

3.                                          4. 
   KNEE    DAY      DAY 

           LIGHT     
5.        6.          R 
     TAKE                                  O 
       BID                              R O A D S 
                                                         D 
 7.                                                       S 
         ECNALG 
8.                                                                     9. 

     CHTONGUEEEK                           cut 
                                                 cut   cut   cut   cut 
                                                 cut   cut   cut   cut 
       
10.  
       give give  give  give 
       get   get   get    get 
 
 
 


