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LANGUAGE expert and
chairperson of the Library
Board of Queensland, Profes-
sor Emeritus Roly Sussex
OAM, believes Australians
should read anytime, anywh-
ere, anyhow.
In the National Year of
Reading, Reading Ambassa-
dor Professor Sussex reads
whenever he can grab a mo-
ment, including on an exer-
cise bike, and encourages
others to do the same.
“Reading is fun. Whether
you read in solitude or with
your children or friends, it’s
fun,” Prof Sussex said.
“And it’s a matter of shar-
ing: the author shares their
thoughts and feelings with
me, and I pass them to family

and friends. Reading to one’s
children and grandchildren
is best of all.”
Prof Sussex highlighted
the national statistic that re-
vealed that nearly one in
three children are starting
school at a disadvantage,
which could be improved by
parents reading to children
for just 10 minutes a day.
“My grandson is three and
lives in Hobart. I like reading
bedtime stories to him via
Skype,” Prof Sussex said.
“I started reading to my
children when they were ve-
ry young, and we explored
the sounds of words.
“I also learned to read
when I was four years old,
with my parents and grand-

parents. I remember when I
was seven and had measles,
and the doctor said I was to
stay in a darkened room and
not read. That is a definition
of torture.
“These days, I carry my
laptop, reading tablet or
smartphone with me and

read whenever a moment
presents itself.
“I read print books and e-

books and obtain them from
local libraries, the internet
and especially from friends
whowant to share anexciting
author or book.”
Prof Sussex said his favou-
rite books were the King
James Bible, Albert Camus’
TheMyth of Sisyphus and Ja-
cob Bronowski’s The Ascent
of Man.
“What I hope the National
Year of Reading will do is
help people learn to enjoy the
fun of sharing reading,” he
said.
“I am also appalled by the
fact that 46% of Australians
aren’t functionally literate. I

intend to talk about reading
to everyone who will listen,
and to encourage everyone to
get into using and appreciat-
ing language through the
written word.”
Prof Sussex said the State

Library of Queensland has a
number of literacy initiatives
already underway to address
this issue, including the Dads
Read program.
Dads Read is one of State

Library’s key literacy im-
provement initiatives and the
major program supporting
the National Year of Reading
in Queensland.
Dads Read follows recent

research that highlights the
importance of dads reading
to their children during their

early developmental years.
The program aims to pro-

mote family literacy, building
literacy levels among a youn-
ger generation of Queenslan-
ders, while simultaneously
boosting the reading ability
of many Queensland adults.
Visit love2read.org.au to

read the full interview with
Prof Roly Sussex OAMand to
find out more about National
Year of Reading events and
initiatives.
State Library of Queens-

land is proud to be a founding
partner behind the National
Year of Reading along with
other National and State Li-
braries and Library Associa-
tions.
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Reading is
fun.

Whether you read
in solitude or
with your children
or friends, it’s fun

– Professor Roly Sussex

YEAR 8 students of The
School of Total Education
got in some paddling prac-
tice at Connolly Dam last
week in preparation for their
up and coming “Pack and
Paddle” camp.
With their teacher Mat-
thew Bradshaw, they picked
a beautiful day last Wednes-
day at Connolly Dam to hone
their paddling skills.
The Year 8s will be em-
barking on their annual
camp next week, which in-
volves rowing the Cooloola
River near Noosa over four
days.

Students
practice
paddling
skills for
camp

IN TRAINING: Jessica Lu and Ceilidh Bishop at Connolly Dam ahead of their Year 8 camp with the School of Total Education. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

STUDENTS of Warwick
Christian College donned
their best red and white
clothing in a show of support
for the charity YoungCare re-
cently.
“We do this every year,”

Year 7 student leader Riley
Boston said. “It’s to raise mo-
ney to help build nursing
homes for young people so
that they don’t have to be in
an old people’s home.”
“Lots of young people have

to live in old people’s homes,
and it can make them really
depressed.
“We had some people from

YoungCare visit us a few
years ago and they showedus
what the units look like at a
YoungCare home – they are
awesome!”
The college raised $50 to be

donated to the charity.
DOING THEIR BIT: Warwick Christian College held a free dress day to raise funds for YoungCare. Students in the prep-Year 2, pictured with student leader Riley
Boston, dressed in red and white for the occasion. PHOTOS: MOIRA COATES

Kids in red,
white help
the blue...


