
TASK TIME ONLINE 

   BUNDLE OF BOOKS 
 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
BOOK BLURB 
Listed below are five books short listed in this year’s Australian Children’s Book Week Awards. Match the 
titles with their Author / Illustrators, the outline of each story’s plot and which category the book belongs. 
 
TITLES 
Brotherband: The Outcasts ; One Small Island ; Ship Kings: The Coming of the Whirlpool ; That’s Not A 
Daffodil ; The Dream of the Thylacine 
 
AUTHORS/ILLUSTRATORS 
Ron Brooks/Margaret Wild  ; John Flanagan ; Elisabeth Honey ; Alison Lester/Coral Tulloch ;  
Andrew McGahan 
 
CATEGORY 
Picture Books; Early Childhood; Younger Readers; Older Readers; Information Books 
 
PLOTS 
A lament for a lost species, and a celebration of the Australian landscape, this book interposes arresting text and 
images of the last known thylacine in a concrete cage with sweeping colour paintings of the animal in its natural 
environment. 
 
In Skandia, there is only one way to become a warrior. Boys are chosen for teams called brotherbands and must 
endure three months of gruelling training in seamanship, weapons and battle tactics. It's brotherband against 
brotherband, fighting it out in a series of challenges. There can be only one winner.  
When Hal Mikkelson finds himself the unwilling leader of a brotherband made up of outcasts, he must step up to the 
challenge. The Heron brotherband might not have the strength and numbers of the other two teams, but with 

inventiveness, ingenuity and courage on their side, they might just surprise everyone. 
 
Macquarie Island lies in the Southern Ocean, between Antarctica and New Zealand. A speck of green in the vast, 
windswept sea, it is a haven for many creatures that live above and below the waves. 

 
When Tom's neighbour gives him a brown bulb, Tom can't believe it will flower. A playful story about an inventive 
boy, a kindly gardener, a growing friendship and the promise of a bulb. 
 
Young Dow Amber is no sailor. But driven by a strange sea-longing he ventures down to the great grim bay known as 
the Claw. He hopes to learn there of seafaring, but he finds only a fearful people who scarcely dare sail at all, for they 
have been cursed by a monstrous whirlpool that haunts the bay, stealing away their sons. 
 

 

            
 



ACTIVITY 2 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A letter of congratulations is used in both personal and business situations. Their primary purpose is to 
formally congratulate a person or organisation for an outstanding achievement. 
 
Write a letter on behalf of your school to congratulate one of the winners of this year’s Children’s Book 
Awards. In the letter state why you think their book deserved to win.  
 
 

Dear (Author’s Name), 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of (name of your school) . . . . . . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITY 3 
INTERVIEW AN AUTHOR 
Read the ‘Author in the Spotlight’ section on the NiE page.  
 
 Identify the questions asked of Amanda Ashby in this interview. What other questions would you 

include? Who do you think the main audience of her published books would be? 
 Imagine author Amanda Ashby is coming to speak at your school. 

Design a poster to advertise her visit. 
Use the information gathered in the interview with Amanda Ashby on the  
NiE Page as well as these images to help compose your poster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Who is your favourite author? 
                  
                   If you had the chance to interview this author, what would you ask them? 
                  
                   Make a list of questions. 
    
 
 
                  
 

 


