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FOR the purpose of judging, books are grouped
into five categories. Here you’ll find the books
shortlisted for this year’s awards in each category (title, author/illustrator). The winning
book in bold. The categories are:
◗ Older Readers – Books in this category are
appropriate for mature readers, generally those
in secondary school.
Graffiti Moon by Cath Crowley; The Midnight
Zoo by Sonya Hartnett; About a Girl by Joanne
Horniman; The Life of a Teenage Body-Snatcher
by Doug MacLeod; The Piper’s Son by Melina
Marchetta; Six Impossible Things by Fiona
Wood.
◗ Younger Readers – Books in this category
are for readers who have developed independent reading skills.
Just a Dog by Michael Gerard Bauer; Henry
Hoey Hobson by Christine Bongers; Violet
Mackerel’s Brilliant Plot by Anna Branford,
illustrated by Sarah Davis; The Red Wind by
Isobelle Carmody; Duck for a Day by Meg
McKinlay, illustrated by Leila Rudge; Toppling
by Sally Murphy, illustated by Rhian Nest
James.
◗ Early Childhood – Books in this category are
for those children who are at pre-reading or
early stages of reading. The Tall Man and the
Twelve Babies by Tom Niland Champion and
Kilmeny Niland, illustrated by Deborah Niland;
The Deep End by Ursula Dubosarsky, illustrated
by Mitch Vane; Noni the Pony by Alison Lester;
It’s Bedtime, William! by Deborah Niland; Look
See, Look at Me! by Leonie Norrington, illustrated by Dee Huxley; Maudie and Bear by
Jan Ormerod, illustrated by Freya Blackwood.
◗ Picture Books (Joint winners)
Mirror by Jeannie Baker; Why I Love Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft; Hamlet by Nicki
Greenberg; Two Peas in a Pod by Chris McKimmie; Family Forest by Kim Kane, illustrator
Lucia Masciullo; My Uncle’s Donkey by Tohby
Riddle,
◗ Eve Pownall Award for Information Books
– Books intended to document factual
material.
Theme Parks, Playgrounds and Toys by Nicolas Brasch; Drawn from the Heart: A Memoir by
Ron Brooks; Zero Hour: The Anzacs on the
Western Front by Leon Davidson; The Return of
the Word Spy by Ursula Dubosarsky, illustrated by Tohby Riddle; Wicked Warriors and Evil
Emperors: The Story of the Flight for
Ancient China by Alison Lloyd, illustrated by Terry Denton; Our World: Bardi
Jaawi; Life at Ardiyooloon by One Arm
Point Remote Community School.
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IT’S time to celebrate all things brilliant about books and highlight the fun
and importance of reading. For the
past 65 years the Children’s Book
Council of Australia has recognised the
literary and artistic skills of Australian
authors and illustrators in their annual
Book Week Awards. Schools and libraries all over Australia will provide a
guide to some of the best books and
doing activities based on the theme
One World, Many Stories during the
week August 20– 26.

How Do They Choose?

Books for every type of reader aged
under 18 are considered in the annual
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Book Week Awards. The Book Council
receives hundreds of entries in each of
the five established categories from
publishing companies. It is the judges’
job to choose the best. The judges then
select a winner from each category’s
list based on literary and artistic merit,
appropriateness of language, theme
and style of work, originality, appeal to
intended readership and the quality of
illustrations, book design, production
and printing. After a 10
month process, all was
revealed on August 19, when
the winners were announced. For more information visit cbca.org.au.

WE ASKED author Tristan
Bancks about what it takes
to write a book. His latest
published works Galactic
Adventures: First Kids in
Space and My Life and
Other Stuff I Made Up are
examples of what’s fun
about reading. Check out Tristan’s website for
more interesting facts and ideas at www.tristan
bancks.com.
◗ When and why did you begin writing stories?
I always loved reading and I started writing
when I was about seven. I loved being in school
plays from an early age. I just loved stories and
whenever I saw a good movie or a play or read a
book I would be inspired to create something of
my own. This is still the case.
◗ Do you have a specific writing style?
I think it’s quite visual. I try to stick to the old
adage ‘Show, don’t tell’, which is particularly
relevant in children’s books. I also hope that the
stories are energetic, hopeful, inspiring to kids. I
think the books have quite a bit of humour,
action and adventure, too. Hopefully they have
characters that you care about and relate to.
◗ Do you have a favourite book/author? What
are you reading at the moment?
I love Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. I tend to read a
lot of Roald Dahl and I love Kate DiCamillo’s Tale
of Despereaux and Edward Tulane. I’m currently
reading Roger Sutton’s (Horn Book) A Family of
Readers – The Book Lover’s Guide to Children’s
and Young Adult Literature and Toni DiTerlizzi’s
(Spiderwick author) The Search for WondLa.
◗ What is the hardest part of writing a book?
It’s all hard. Rewriting and writing. I
would say the discipline to sit down and
do it and shut out distractions is the
real challenge.

1. Write a lot. Read a lot. Live a lot. Everything
you write, read and experience will help you
become a better storyteller.
2. Develop a writing practice. That means
writing every day.
3. Stay inspired. Feed on the world
and let it flow into your writing.
4. Writing is rewriting. Be prepared to
rewrite and rewrite and rewrite.

