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A NAILBITING finish in the final of the 13th
World Cup netball championships in Singapore
ended with the Diamonds of Australia beating
the New Zealand Silver Ferns. In the dying
seconds of extra time, Australian goal shooter
Caitlin Bassett, scored to give the Australian
team its 10th World Cup. The Diamonds clawed
their way back from a six-goal deficit to tie the
game 46-all at the end of regular time. In the 14
minutes of extra time it was goal for
goal until the last play when Bassett’s shot dropped securing a 58-57
win for the Diamonds.
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EVEN though the Australian women’s soccer
team, the Matildas, bowed out of the FIFA
Women’s World Cup in Germany after a 3-1
defeat by Sweden in the quarter-finals, they
gave a very good account of themselves.
Before the tournament and during round
games the Matildas displayed fantastic passages of play with young players
showing some dazzling talent.
Despite the loss the squad felt
confident of future success.

YOU may have heard some heated
debate and controversy recently about
a new carbon tax that the Australian
Government is planning to introduce
from July 1 next year.
What is this tax? We will try to make
this complex topic a little easier to
understand so you can get your heads
around it.
For decades, scientists and environmentalists have been concerned about
the presence of undesirable substances
in the air that seem to be having harmful environmental effects on the earth.
Topics about global warming, greenhouse gases, climate change and carbon emissions have been investigated
and discussed in many forums.
It is agreed the environment makes
up the living world around us – the life
source that is essential to our survival.
Therefore, it is important that we
take care of it or face greater risks of
extreme weather like bigger floods,
more earthquakes or severe bushfires.
One of the ways to do this is to reduce the amount of carbon pollution we
put into our skies.
The government says polluting our
environment can no longer occur for
free and proposes to make the 500
biggest polluters pay.

The government wants to tax companies that emit carbon dioxide when
burning fossil fuels such as coal and
oil.
For each tonne of carbon produced
the government will charge a set price
that will increase over three years.
It will cost targeted businesses $23
per tonne in 2012-13, $24.15 in 2013-14
and $25.40 in 2014-15 after which the
market will set the price.
It is hoped putting a price on carbon
pollution will give companies an incentive to clean up their act and cut
their amount of carbon emissions.
Taxing polluters may encourage them
to use cleaner technologies such as
solar and wind energy. Businesses will
find ways to pollute less to pay less.
Those opposed to this tax believe the
action taken will make little or no
difference to global effects or climate
change and that pricing pollution will
only see businesses pass the increase
in costs on to you and your family.
Of course there are pros and cons of
introducing a carbon tax. What do you
think? Should there be a
carbon tax? Why or why
not? Visit our NiE webpage
and make a comment on
the What’s News page.

NEXT WEEK: TERRIFIC TREES
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IMAGINE sitting on a bicycle for 21 days riding a
gruelling 3430km around France, climbing
mountains and sprinting towards finish lines, to
win the famed Tour de France. That’s what
Australia’s Cadel Evans is attempting to do.
Since July 2, Evans has been flying the flag,
hitting the bitumen on his two wheels to battle
21 stages, hoping to win the great race. The
34-year-old has a great chance of being the
overall winner but it’s a long road
ahead. Having already won stage
four, he is in a good position to
succeed. Evans may step on to the
winner’s podium come July 24.

NIE ONLINE

GO TO your newspaper’s website. Look for the
NiE logo in the
menu bar and
click. This will
link you to our
new-look NiE
webpage where
you’ll be able to
access information
about APN’s Newspapers in
Education programme.

