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Living within the law
What would happen if you played a game without
rules? Would there be arguments? Would it be fun to
play or watch games without rules? What would it be
like at school if there weren’t any rules?

WHAT’S NEWS
Super Moon
Look up! Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No
it’s super moon! If you were watching
the sky earlier this month, you may
have marvelled at the especially large
full moon. The super moon
phenomenon, technically known as a
perigee moon, happens once a year
when the moon is at its closest point
of orbit around Earth.

Budget Basics
On the second Tuesday in May, the
Federal Treasurer presents the Budget
to the Australian people. It outlines
how the government plans to conduct
its operations in the following
financial year. Some of the key points
are:◗ Targeted assistance to lower income
groups ($1.8b)
◗ New support initiatives ($1b) and
the school-kids bonus ($2b)
◗ Introduction of a National Disability
Insurance Scheme from 2013 ($2b)
◗ Dental health initiatives ($505m –
with $345m to reduce dental waiting
lists)
◗ Money for an upgrade of the Pacific
Hwy ($2.7b)
◗ Around $5billion cut from Defence
◗ About 100,000 parents affected by
cutbacks to parenting payments and
shifting of single unemployed parents
onto the Newstart Allowance once
their children turn eight, budget
saving of about $700 million over four
years
◗ Around 3000 public service jobs
gone in efficiency drive

IN Australia, laws or rules are made to
provide people with a set of guidelines
by which to carry out their daily lives.
These laws help keep order and peace. It
is essential to have these laws as they
protect individuals and groups. The law
is a system of rules which enables a
society to function efficiently.
Laws govern our social and economic
relationships with others as well as
organisations and are a way of settling
disputes.

BREAKING THE LAW

IN a game, if you don’t follow the rules
you can be penalised. There might be a
referee or umpire who knows the rules
and makes decisions so the game is
played fairly. The law is very similar. If
you break the law there is a consequence. Laws are implemented, administered and enforced by executive powers
like the police. The judicial power interprets and applies the law through the
court and tribunal systems. The law
doesn’t only apply to adults. The ‘age of
criminal responsibility’ states that no
child under 10 can be charged with a
crime. Those aged from 10 to 14 are presumed ‘incapable of crime’ but can be
convicted if it can be proved that they
knew what they were doing was wrong.
The maximum age for appearance in the
child, juvenile or youth court is under 18,
except in Queensland where the age is
under 17, after which a person is charged
as an adult.
The most important thing to understand though is that if you break the law
your actions may hurt others. You need
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to take responsibility, make amends and
face the consequences.

LEGAL FACTS

◗ DO I have to vote once I turn 18?
Once you are 18, it is compulsory to
vote in state, federal and local council
elections. If you don’t, you can be fined
by your State’s Electoral Office.
◗ Drinking alcohol
The law says that you cannot buy or
carry alcohol until you are 18 unless:
· you are at a private house; or
· you are in a hotel or restaurant
having a meal with a parent or guardian
and they agree you can have alcohol.
◗ Cigarettes
It is not against the law to smoke or
carry cigarettes if you are under 18. But
it is illegal to sell cigarettes to or buy
cigarettes for people who are under the
age of 18. Smoking is also very bad for
your health!
◗ Driving
It is against the law to drive a car or
ride a motorcycle if you do not have a
licence. You could be fined or charged
for unlicensed driving. To get your learner’s license for driving a car or motorcycle you need to be at least 16 years
old.
◗ Graffiti
It is against the law to intentionally
create graffiti on any property unless
you have permission from the owner. If
you are caught, depending on the circumstances the police may: give you a
warning; issue a notice of caution; require you to attend a Youth Justice
Conference; charge you with an offence.

Go online by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll find
the address on the front page.
Look for the NiE logo at the top of
the page and click! This will link
you to APN’s NiE webpage.

Legal Stuff
Learn more about the law and how
it affects you in some online
activities.

QUIZ TIME

Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE
online.

LAWSTUFF – A great website The Lawstuff website is one of the leading websites
about Australia’s child laws. It provides legal information to children and young
people in Australia. lawstuff.org.au.

What was handed down by
the Treasurer, Wayne
Swan, on May 8?
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How many lucky winners
shared the $74.8 million
Oz Lotto Division 1 prize money
last week?
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NEXT
WEEK’S
TOPIC:

Science Scene –
Whatever the
Weather

Which children’s author
and illustrator of books
like Where the Wild Things Are
and In the Night Kitchen, died
last week at the age of 83?
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