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“WE’RE going to the zoo, zoo, zoo. How
about you, you, you. You can come too,
too, too. We’re going to the zoo, zoo,
zoo.” The chorus of the Tom Paxton
song Going to the Zoo leads us into this
week’s topic as we go on safari to look
at different zoos, their purpose and
other interesting facts.
Zoological Gardens have been

around since early civilisations
where private collections of wild
animals were established to show
the power and wealth of the
owner. The modern zoo
evolved during the 19th

century to allow the public to see ani-
mals they would not normally encoun-
ter. Over time zoos have changed.
Rather than animals being confined to
cages of concrete and metal, they live
in more natural settings and large
enclosures that mimic the animal’s
usual environment. The aim of most
contemporary zoos and aquariums is
varied. Their role may be for research,
to study animal behaviour,
education, conserve endan-
gered species, establish breed-
ing programs or simply provide
a place of entertainment.

◗ The oldest known zoological collection has
been dated back to Egypt, 1500BC.
◗ The oldest existing zoo is in Vienna, Austria. It
was established in 1752.
◗ The first zoo to be established in
Australia was the Melbourne Zoo in 1862.
◗ Several species extinct in the wild are
only represented in zoos and aquariums.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
ANIMAL rights organisations often
argue against zoos stating
they are geared towards
maintaining animals in
captivity, which they believe
is cruel. What do you think?
Have your say online. Visit
your newspaper’s website and
follow the NiE link.

IN AUSTRALIA, zoos, aquariums, wildlife parks
and farms offer different experiences but there
is more to them than grabbing a few animals
and sticking them in enclosures. Across the
country there are places that exhibit animals
for the public to view in different settings.
◗ Traditional zoos – Usually found in urban
areas, these zoos give visitors the chance to
walk around and see animals from all over
the world. Taronga Zoo in Sydney, Melbourne
Zoo and Australia Zoo are three of the most
visited.
◗ Open range zoos – Allow visitors to
drive through vast areas and have
close encounters with mainly
grazing animals. The Western
Plains Zoo near Dubbo, NSW,
Werribee Open Range Zoo
near Melbourne, Victoria and
Monarto Zoological Park near
Adelaide, SA are examples of
zoos that display an array of
African, Asian and Australian
animals living in wide, open,
grassy plains.
◗ Aquaria – Display marine and fresh
water animals and plant species. The Sydney
Aquarium, Melbourne Aquarium and UnderWa-
ter World are places that present an educational
and entertaining journey through the world’s
oceans, rivers and waterways.
◗ Animal theme parks – Sea World on the Gold
Coast fits this model in combining entertain-
ment and amusement with animal exhibits.
◗ Sanctuaries – There are several places that
have been established as a refuge for native

injured and displaced animals and are
opened to the public as educational
facilities. Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary in
Brisbane is an example of this.

DO YOU remember meeting Sarah Richmond in
June on our Dive into the Sea topic page? Well
she and the rest of the Sarah Shark team are
back with their second episode: Great White
– The Infamous Shark. The episode pre-
miered at the Oceania Dive Expo in
Brisbane on Sunday. In episode two,
the team heads to South Australia to
dive with these awe-inspiring sharks
and have a few other adventures
along the way. Sarah also looks at
the issue of the Gold Coast’s
shark nets. You can watch
episode two by going to
www.sarahshark.com.

OCTOBER is zoo month.
It gives zoos around Australia the chance to
promote features of their animal collections and
raise awareness of the importance of preserving
our wildlife and the habitats that sustain them.

Throughout Zootober communities are
provided with information about animals,
the environment and the challenges of
maintaining zoos.

HAVE you seen the movie? Ever thought about
being a zookeeper? Jobs as animal keepers at a
zoo or aquarium are highly sought after as a
career path. To become a zookeeper you
require specific skills gained through
on-the-job training, tertiary qualifica-
tions and animal keeping experience as
well as a passion for animal care.

PHOTO: CHRISTINE HAMILTON

User: Paul.Stuart Time: 10-10-2011 15:51 Product: SSH PubDate: 11-10-2011 Zone: All Edition: Main Page: SHARED_06 Color: CMYK


