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“THE Census of Population and Hous-
ing aims to accurately count the num-
ber of people in Australia, their key
characteristics and the dwellings in
which they live.”
Australian Bureau Statistics

EVERY five years the Australian Bureau
of Statistics (ABS) conducts a com-
pulsory Census where every person in
every household is required to com-
plete a number of questions about key
areas. The purpose of this Census is to
gather data that helps government
bodies, communities and other organ-
isations determine where facilities,
infrastructure and services are needed
and to plan for future populations.
It also provides the Federal Govern-
ment with information on how best to
allocate funds to each state and terri-
tory. Under Australia’s Constitution the
number of seats allocated to each
state in the House of Representatives
is determined by population estimates

gathered in the Census.
A Census collector delivers and
collects Census forms seven days
before and 12 days after Census night.
The form records details of all people
including visitors who spend the night
of Tuesday, August 9 at each abode.
Everyone in Australia on Census
night must participate. Even if you are
staying with family, friends or other
accommodation away from your usual
address you must take part. Visitors to
Australia are counted regardless of
how long they have been in the coun-
try or how long they plan to stay.
Australian residents out of the
country on Census night are not count-
ed. Once collected, Census forms are
transported to the Data Processing
Centre (DPC). All information is strictly
private and confidential. Here the
information on the forms is processed
to produce the data that is
then ready for use in a range
of Census products.

THERE are a number of key questions asked on
the Census covering the following topics –
name, age, sex, marital status, family structure/
relationships/birthplace, citizenship, origin
(race), usual residence at Census time, lan-
guage use, religion, education, employment,
income, occupation, industry, hours worked,
mode of travel to work, household address on

Census night, type of dwelling, number
of bedrooms, nature of occupancy
(rent, mortgage), number of vehicles,
internet connection details.

◗ Approximately 14.2 million Census forms
have been produced.
◗ On average it takes 20– 25 minutes to com-
plete a Census form.
◗ To assist those without English language
skills to complete the form, a language
helpline caters for 10 of Australia’s most
commonly used languages.
◗ The main Household Census Form has
61 questions.
◗ There is an online alternative to the
traditional form. It is the second time
the eCensus option has been available.
◗ Scientists in Australia’s Antarctica
Division at the Davis, Casey, Mawson
and Macquarie Island stations will
complete on-line Census forms.
◗ The word “census” comes from
Latin. In Roman times the census
was a list that kept track of adult
males fit for the military.
◗ The data collected from the
Census will be released in two
stages. Basic data items will be
available June 2012 and other
information that requires more de-

tailed processing will be
released October 2012.
◗ Census data is available on the
ABS website www.abs.gov.au.

THE FIRST population counts of Australia were
known as musters and were conducted as early
as 1788.
Musters involved all members of the commun-
ity gathering at specified locations to be count-
ed. These were important as a means of match-
ing food and other supplies to the number of
people needing them. From 1795 the convict
population was mustered on an annual basis.
The first Census, similar to the one conducted
now, was held in New South Wales in November
1828. Each of the colonies conducted their own
Census until 1886.
The first set of colonial population figures for
the same day was held on April 3, 1881. This
Census of the British Empire covering the United
Kingdom, India and the crown settlements
(including Australia) was taken, but the ques-
tions were not uniform across all colonies.
Since 1911 the Census has been a centralised
activity conducted and controlled by the Aus-
tralian Statistician under the authority of an Act
of Parliament to ensure uniformity in the Census
methods and data collected from each
state, and to protect the confidentiality of
information gathered.
Following the 1961 Census, Australia
has had a Census taken every five years.

NIE ONLINE
GO TO your newspaper’s website. You
should find the address on the front
page. Look for the NiE logo in the menu
bar and click! This will link you to our new
look NiE webpage where you can access
information about APN’s Newspapers in
Education program, find
the latest topics and

download the
activities.
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