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REMEMBRANCE Day is marked at the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month each year.
On Remembrance Day, in Australia,

ceremonies observe one minute’s
silence to remember those who fought,
died and suffered, serving Australia in
wars, conflicts and peace-keeping
missions. It was originally known as
Armistice Day, which symbolised the
end of World War l. On November 11,
1918, after four years of war, the guns

on the Western Front, in France and
Belgium, fell silent when the Germans
called for an armistice (suspension of
fighting) to secure a peace settlement.
After the end of World War II in 1945,
the Australian and British governments
changed the name to Remembrance
Day.
In November 1997, the
Governor-General Sir William
Deane declared November 11
Remembrance Day.

HORSE racing is a sport of
cultural and social significance
and is an important part of Australia’s history
and folklore. On the first Tuesday in November
each year at 3pm (AEDT), Australia ’s most
famous horse race, the Melbourne Cup, is run at
the Flemington racecourse in Melbourne.
It is known as the race that stops a nation.

The event is for thoroughbred horses, three-
year-olds and over, and covers a distance of
3200 metres.
It is considered to be the richest and most

prestigious handicap turf race in the world.
The first Melbourne Cup was run in 1861 and

the race has a dynamic history of champion
horses, jockeys and trainers.
The day has become a public holiday

for those working in the Melbourne
metropolitan area.
All over Australia, even the world,

millions of people tune into watch or
listen to the famous race.

GRANDPA, grandma, granny, gramps,
nan, nana, pop, poppy, whatever name you
give them, grandparents are an important
part of many families. To acknowledge and
recognise the invaluable roles grandparents
play a special day is held in their honour. Grand-
parents Day gives grandchildren, children
and the community the opportunity to thank
grandparents for their love and support. This
special day encourages grandparents
to realise their value and to pass on
their knowledge. Grandparents
Day is celebrated in NSW on the
last Sunday in October and in
Queensland on the first Sunday in
November.

ON REMEMBRANCE Day at
11am students can read a
stirring poem penned by one of
Australia’s best loved modern poets,
Rupert McCall. This special Read2Remember
poem should connect with the hearts and
minds of all students.

PLEDGE OF REMEMBRANCE
The Australian soldier grows not old, the flame
still lights his eyes
Although his body lays to rest, his flag forev-

er flies
On the green and gold horizon where the

wattles sweep and sway
It flies amongst the gardens and the class-

rooms of today
Over ocean streams and backyard dreams,

above the sunburnt plain
Through harvest yields, on sporting fields, in

rainbows after rain
It defines a life worth living and a day that

must be won
For every father’s daughter and for every

mother’s son
But more than that, the honour claimed in

fighting for the free
The pride of the Australian soldier burns in

you and me
When the night is dark and dangerous with

the rumble of the storm
His courage calls the sunrise and his spirit

makes it warm
We will not forget their sacrifice – the

strength of their endeavour
For the choices we are gifted with, that flame

will burn forever
With a smile that lights the future shining

brightly in our scope
We will stand as one, together - we will carry

on with hope
But as we go, we take the words that rightful-

ly belong
“I am young and I am worthy, I am brave and

I am strong
In the face of any challenge, I will strive to

rise above
I deserve this opportunity to live, to learn, to

love
I can truly make a difference; my path is up

to me
And this is my commitment – be the
best that I can be”

– Rupert McCall
2011 for Read2Remember

THIS year, to bring the strong pride and
comradeship of our servicemen and
women to all children, students can
join in literacy-based Remembrance
Day activities. Their resulting work can
be entered into the R2R Aussie Pride
Competition and the National Reading

Challenge. Teaching resourc-
es for Read2Remember,
compiled by professional
teaching consultants are
available online free for all
registered schools. Visit
www.read2remember.org.au.
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