
WHAT does it mean to be a good
neighbour?
Whether we live in a house, a cara-
van or a unit, in a big city, small town
or in the sticks, we have to interact
with each other and develop social
relationships. Therefore it is impor-
tant that we develop good associations
with those that live next door.
When it comes to our responsibil-
ities as individuals and a nation, being
a good neighbour can involve us
thinking about our immediate com-
munity, other States / Territories in
Australia and even neighbouring
countries. For most of us though we
consider our neighbours to be those
people who share the street, block and
fences with us.
Being a good neighbour is about
respecting your neighbours and not
doing anything that might cause up-
set. Most conflicts between neigh-
bours start because of misunderstand-
ings or inconsiderate behaviour.
Aussies are known for their willing-
ness to pitch in when times are tough
and ready to help their fellow Aus-
tralians in times of need. When there
is an emergency like bushfires or
flooding your neighbours are often the
ones to lend a hand and provide help
to those who have been struck by
hardship.
To keep this spirit alive and to live
in harmony a good neighbour should
consider the impacts of their actions
on their neighbours’ well-being and
rights.

Try being a good neighbour:
◗ Being Friendly – say hello, smile or
wave when you see your neighbours
◗ Respecting your neighbour’s privacy –
some people like to keep to themselves
◗ Keeping them informed – let your
neighbours know if you are having a
party, are going away or doing work
around the home that may cause an
impact on their lives.
◗ Being helpful – if your neighbours are
away offer to put out their bins, collect
their mail and keep an eye on their
property. Lend a helping hand if you
can.
◗ Being considerate – keep noise levels
to a minimum, keep control of pets,
don’t drive too fast and be well be-
haved.
◗Watching out for each other – think
about exchanging phone numbers so
that in an emergency or if something is
amiss you can contact each other.

HAVE YOUR SAY
“Good fences make good
neighbours.” So says Robert Frost in
his famous poem, The Mending Wall.
The idiom ‘good fences make good
neighbours’ means that it is better for
people to mind their own business
and to respect others’ property.
What do you think? Do fences make
good neighbours? Go online and
leave a comment.

Cracks appear in egg
labelling
WHEN you buy a carton of free-range
eggs at the supermarket, you may feel
good that the eggs were laid by hens
that are not caged or confined, but can
roam in green pastures.
Think again. A meeting was
convened by the NSW Food Authority
in Sydney to discuss labelling
standards, which allow producers to
call their eggs “free range” even if the
hens’ beaks have been cut off and they
are densely farmed in barns with
limited access to the open air.
It comes as the Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission launched Federal Court
action against a South Australian
producer who was selling her eggs as
free range, despite most of the eggs
being laid by caged hens.

Wear Orange – It’s
Harmony Day
HARMONY Day is celebrated around
Australia on March 21 each year. It’s a
day when Australia celebrates our
cultural diversity. The day gives people
the opportunity to celebrate what
makes each Australian unique and
share what we have in common. The
continuing message for Harmony Day
in 2012 is that everyone belongs, but
also will celebrate the important role
that sport plays in bringing together
Australians from all walks of life to
share in a common passion with the
message, sport — play, engage,
inspire.
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GO online by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll find the
address on the front page. Look for
the NiE logo at the top of the page and
click! This will link you to APN’s NiE
webpage.

Letters to the Editor –
Your Voice
Letters to the Editor are found in
newspapers and online. They are
written by members of the public and
give somebody’s opinion about a
current issue. Learn more about
letters to the editor.
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WHICH eight-day
sporting event started in

Adelaide last Thursday?

1

QUIZ TIME
Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE

online.
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WHO (a mining
magnate) has

threatened to challenge the
Federal Government’s Carbon
Tax in the High Court?

3

WHICH latest-model
electronic device was

launched last week in Australia?

2

‘Neighbours, everybody needs good neighbours; with a little
understanding; you can find the perfect blend; neighbours
should be there for one another; that’s when good
neighbours become good friends’ (lyrics by Jackie Trent from Neighbours theme song)
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