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MESSENGER SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
 
The Member for Burnett, Rob Messenger MP has today moved to correct the record in relation to false and misleading allegations 
relating to his involvement in exposing new scandals at the Bundaberg Base Hospital. 
 
Mr Messenger said that he was surprised and disappointed that some individuals were attempting to cast him as a villain, when he was 
simply speaking out with regard to more victims who had come to him about under-resourcing, poor management and botched 
operations at the hospital. 
 
"The usual suspects – the same people who took to the streets and protested against me and in support of Jayant Patel, are now once 
again objecting to the uncovering of more systemic problems within the Bundaberg Base Hospital,” Mr Messenger said. 
 
“Yesterday’s statements that these allegations by these women have been investigated and found to have no basis are completely false”. 
 
Mr Messenger said that he was disgusted at claims he was attacking nurses and that he was saddened that nurses were being used by 
the ANU to promote the Labor Government’s agenda of cover-ups. 
 
“The nurses at Bundaberg Hospital have my full support, but let’s not forget that the ANU belongs to the same faction of the Labor Party 
as Anna Bligh," Mr Messenger said. 
  
"I find it absolutely despicable that we now have people suggesting these brave women who were on A Current Affair are liars – not one 
of these protesters have ever spoken to these women, not one of them have read through their medical files and not one of them have 
bothered to ask what has really happened to them”. 
 
"They have swallowed the government's spin hook, line and sinker". 
 
Mr Messenger also said that he was disappointed that Mrs Kemps, a former victim of Patel was attempting to smear the women who 
appeared on A Current Affair.  
 
"I understand and respect that Mrs Kemps is a close friend of Beryl Crosby, who is now working for the Labor Government and is a highly 
paid mouthpiece for Queensland Health," Mr Messenger said, "but I'm not entirely surprised Mrs Kemps has joined the lynch mob". 
 
"But Mrs Kemps is mistaken if she thinks that the Bundaberg Hospital is a shining beacon of medical  excellence, and neither she nor 
others should attempt to shut down scrutiny when people's lives are clearly at risk". 
 
Mr Messenger said that he had seen Mrs Kemps only yesterday, and had enjoyed a friendly and cordial chat with her. 
 
"Just like so many others, it seems that Mrs Kemps is now being used by those who want to shove all of this under the carpet and not 
shine a torch on these problems at Bundaberg Base Hospital  – I am amazed that in only 24 hours, Mrs Kemps seems to have now 
contacted the media and attempted to shut down any negative publicity regarding the shocking allegations aired on A Current Affair this 
week". 
 
“Although Mrs Kemps was intimately involved in the support of victims of Jayant Patel, I’m afraid that does not give her, or anyone else, a 
license to speak on these new and very important issues I have raised in recent days”.  
 
“The whole purpose of my actions is to force this government, and future governments, to dramatically increase the numbers of Nurses, 
Doctors and funded beds for the Bundaberg Base Hospital – this will increase patient safety and nurse working conditions, and any 
reasonable person would think that the Labor union leaders would have learnt their lesson” 
 
“I'm sure that Mrs Kemps shares this view”. 
 
Mr Messenger said that whilst Mrs Kemps was an integral part of the Patel crisis, these latest issues were in relation to maternity services 



at the hospital. 
 
Mr Messenger also said that he rejected claims that he was attempting to capitalise on any alleged popularity that came about as a result 
of his involvement in uncovering the Patel scandal. 
 
"I make no apology for acting on serious allegations that have been brought to my attention by women who have been victims of a 
hospital that continues to have systemic problems as a result of under-resourcing and poor management, and I challenge every single 
one of those people who find my speaking out so terrible to come to the Moncrieff Theatre next Tuesday night and make your own 
judgement – meet these women, ask them questions – and most importantly, think for yourselves". 
 
"I understand that many people in Queensland Health want me to go away, but I will continue to act, and continue to fight for these 
victims who need my help". 
 
"These protesters - to the Government's great delight - are even trying to stop members of this community from attending a community 
viewing of the documentary that was made about the treatment of these women at the Bundaberg Hospital". 
 
“Shutting your eyes won’t make this problem go away”. 
 
Mr Messenger also said that he had a message for the people of the Burnett and Bundaberg region. 
 
“I want everyone to be under no illusions that if any person is treated improperly at the Bundaberg Base Hospital and they come to me, I 
will help them. I will not be intimidated by unionists, Labor Party factions, mis-informed individuals, or puppets of the Health Minister” 
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