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Prices are based on payment by direct deposit / POLi, voucher, Jetstar MasterCard or Jetstar Platinum MasterCard for bookings through jetstar.com. For all other bookings, a Booking and Service Fee of $7.50 per passenger, per domestic fare applies.
An extra $20 per passenger will apply for domestic bookings through telephone 131 538. Flights depar t Sunshine Coast airpor t. Fares are one-way and non-refundable. Limited changes are permit ted, charges apply. Availability is limited (not available on
all flights or days). ^Carry-on baggage limits, including size restrictions, will be strictly applied. Passengers with more than the applicable carry-on baggage allowance will need to check in baggage, and charges will apply. See jetstar.com for more details.
Jetstar Airways Pty Ltd ABN 33 069 720 243. JET4429/2307SCD

To book call 131 538 or visit jetstar.com

Jetstar direct to:

Fares are one way, checked baggage not included^. For an additional $12–$40 per passenger, you can choose between 15kg to 40kg checked baggage.
Fares may not be available for travel during school or public holidays, or for bookings close to the date of departure.

Sydney from

$89
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ACCOUNTABILITY IN GOVERNMENT | What you can do

TONY Abbott went to the last elec-
tion promising to stop the waste.
Today, we’re giving Sunshine

Coast residents a chance to help
him do just that, starting with his
own MP Peter Slipper.
For months, this newspaper, led
by editor-at-large Bill Hoffman, has
been asking questions about Mr
Slipper’s extraordinary levels of pu-
blic expenditure.
Mr Slipper’s office, and even the
Department of Finance, has re-
fused to provide the most basic of
information covering why Mr Slip-
per travelled where he did and for
what public benefit to constituents.
As late as yesterday afternoon,
we were advised, in response to
questions to the department, that if
we wanted answers we would need

to lodge further freedom of infor-
mation requests, at our cost.
The spending habits of parlia-
mentarians first became publicly
available in greater detail last year.
The Member for Fisher was the

unrepentant star of the reports into
the period July 1 to December 31,
2009.
Despite the fact that he consis-
tently outspends Cabinet ministers
and seniormembers of his own par-
ty, the MP insists his spending is
within the guidelines.
TheMember has a history of over
claiming on his expenses.
However, rather than being
brought to account he has simply
been required to pay back the mo-
ney owed.
Anger about his spending is be-
ing driven by the numbers.
Last year from January 1 until
December 31 his airfare bill ran to
$71,769.14 with taxpayers shelling
out another $24,048.50 for fares for

his family.
Ground transport costs run up by
Mr Slipper cost taxpayers another
$57,214.38 — in taxis, Common-
wealth cars and private transport.
In six months from July 1 to De-
cember 31, 2009, he spent $32,023.21
on airfares for himself and just un-
der $5000 on his family. The cost of
transporting him about on the
ground ran to $27,918.37.
Our petition below simply calls
on the House of Representatives to
ensure a full audit of Mr Slipper’s
entitlement claimsmadeduring the
past decade.
We ask only that he fully explain
the detail of parliamentary and
electoral business linked to such
high expenditure.

The petition also seeks to tighten
expenditure and provide for grea-
ter accountability for all MPs.
As one letter writer pointed out,

someCoast brickies have earnt this
year less than the $23,000 Mr Slip-
per spent on taxis and airfares
alone in July last year.
It’s not too much to ask our MPs

to tighten their belts.
And that should extend to the

overly generous entitlements being
afforded to MPs long after they re-
tire from public life.
Today, each of us has an oppor-

tunity to do something about the
blatant waste of our money.
We owe it to the pensioners

struggling to live week-to-week to
act now to cut the waste.

Time to make a stand
By Daily editor MARK FURLER ‘We owe it to the pensioners struggling to live week-to-week to act to cut waste’

STOP THE WASTE

WE, residents of the Sunshine Coast, are concerned about the extraordin-
ary expenditure of taxpayers’ money by the Member for Fisher, Peter Slip-
per. There is particular concern about his level of use of ground transport
and air travel outside his electorate and during times when parliament is
not sitting.
We request a full audit of Mr Slipper’s entitlement claims made during
the past decade, requiring that he explain the detail of parliamentary and

electoral business that led to them being incurred.
We request that any audit by the Department of Finance be overseen by

the National Audit Office to assist with recommendations that may produce
expenditure guidelines in line with community expectations.
We further request that expenditure provisions be tightened to require

all Members to give detail of the parliamentary or electoral business that
led to an expense being incurred.

To The Honourable The Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives

NAME (in block letters) AND SIGNATURE
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PETITIONS can be sent in to the Sunshine Coast Daily, PO Box 56, Maroochydore, 4558, or can be dropped into the Daily’s offices inMaroochydore, 2 Newspaper Place; Caloundra, 2/45Minchinton
Street; Nambour, 45 Currie Street; or Buderim, 14/29 Main Street. Only originals of the petition can be accepted by Parliament.

PETITION


