
                     
 
 
 
 
 
People have come to live in Australia from all over the world for 
different reasons. The table shows a record of the countries of 
birth of those who came from overseas to live in Australia. The 
data was collected from a national census held in 1901 and 
2006. 
 
Use this information to answer these questions. 
 

1. What was the difference in total population from the 1901 
census to the 2006 census? 

 
2. Which countries of birth appear in both census records? 

 
3. Which of these countries had the greatest change in 

numbers from the 1901 census and the 2006 census? 
 

4. In the 1901 census records, how many people living in 
Australia were born in Australia? 

 
5. Using the 2006 figures, calculate the total number born in 

Asian countries. 
 

6. In percentage, how much did New Zealand’s migrant 
population increase? 

 
7. How many countries in the 1901 census are in the 

Northern Hemisphere? 
 

8. Name some countries you think would be part of the 
‘other’ category. 

9. In the total overseas born, what do the figures suggest - in 
terms of the number and percentage? 

 
 

 

Top 10 countries of birth, 1901 and 2006 censuses  

1901 Census 2006 Census 

Country of birth Number %* Country of birth Number %* 

1 United Kingdom 495 074 13.1 1 United Kingdom 1 038 150 5.2 

2 Ireland 184 085 4.9 2 New Zealand 389 460 2.0 

3 Germany 38 352 1.0 3 China 206 590 1.0 

4 China 29 907 0.8 4 Italy 199 120 1.0 

5 New Zealand 25 788 0.7 5 Vietnam 159 850 0.8 

6 Sweden and 
Norway 

9 863 0.3 6 India 147 110 0.7 

7 India 7 637 0.2 7 Philippines 120 540 0.6 

8 United States 7 448 0.2 8 Greece 109 990 0.6 

9 Denmark 6 281 0.2 9 Germany 106 530 0.5 

10 Italy 5 678 0.2 10 South Africa 104 130 0.5 

Top 10 total 810 113 21.5 Top 10 total 2 581 470 13.0 

Other 47 463 1.3 Other 1 834 560 9.2 

Total overseas born 857 576 22.8 Total overseas born 4 416 030 22.2 

Total Australian 
population 

3 773 
801 

100.0 Total Australian 
population 

19 855 
290 

100.0 

 
Show these results on a graph. 
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Words Tell a Story 
        
The lyrics or words of many songs tell a story. 
Read the words of the song ‘I am Australian’ and answer the 
questions. 
 
I am Australian 
 
I came from the dream time, from the dusty red soil plains, 
I am the ancient heart - the keeper of the flame, 
I stood upon the rocky shore, I watched the tall ships come, 
For forty thousand years I'd been the first Australian. 
 
CHORUS 
We are one but we are many 
And from all the lands on earth we come, 
We share a dream, 
And sing with one voice, 
I am, you are, we are Australian. 
 
I came upon the prison ship bound down by iron chains 
I cleared the land, endured the lash and waited for the rains. 
I'm a settler, I'm a farmer's wife on a dry and barren run 
A convict then a free man, I became Australian. 
 
I'm the daughter of a digger who sought the mother lode 
The girl became a woman on the long and dusty road 
I'm a child of the depression, I saw the good times come 
I'm a bushy, I'm a battler, I am Australian. 
 
I'm a teller of stories, I'm a singer of songs 
I am Albert Namatjira, and I paint the ghostly gums 
I am Clancy on his horse, I'm Ned Kelly on the run 
I'm the one who waltzed Matilda, I am Australian. 
 
I'm the hot wind from the desert, I'm the black soil of the plains 
I'm the mountains and the valleys, I'm the drought and flooding rains 
I am the rock, I am the sky, the rivers when they run 
The spirit of this great land, I am Australian. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1. Which group of people is being recognized in the first stanza? 
 
2. Who came on the ‘prison ships’? 

 
3. What is a digger? 

 
4. Which word in the song means:- a period during which business, 

employment and stock market values decline severely or remain 
at a very low level of activity? 

 
5. What did Albert Namatjira do? 

 
6. Who wrote the song I am Australian?   

 
7. What message do you think the writer is trying to communicate 

through this song? 
 

8. Which words in the song relate to cultural diversity in Australia? 
 

9. What do you think the ‘dream’ is that we share? 
 

10. Write another four line stanza about what it means to you to be  
Australian. 
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 Fabulous Foods 

There are many benefits of living in a multicultural society. The 
people who have come from different places around the world 
have brought their customs and traditions with them. Think of all 
the different types of food we enjoy that have originated in other 
countries. 

Match the list of foods with their country of origin. 

COUNTRY    FOODS 
 
Australia     
Britain 
China 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
India 
Italy 
Japan 
Mexico 
Turkey 
USA 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                  

             
 
          

 

Survey 
 
Conduct a class survey of what each student had for dinner last night. 
 
Show a way of recording these results? 
 
Investigate the origins of all the dishes and mark on the blank map of 
the world where they come from. 
 
Is there a pattern? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tandoori Chicken, pasta, kebabs, 
Miso soup, tacos, quiche, tzatziki, 
Hamburger, apple pie, curry, 
pretzel, vegemite, spring rolls, 
Southern fried chicken, souvlakia, 
Fish &chips, lamingtons, pizza, 
Pide flat bread, fried rice, sushi, 
croissants, nachos, bratwurst 
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           Someone’s Story 
 
Australia is a multi-cultural society and lots of people migrate to 
Australia from different cultures. 
 
This is someone’s story. 
 
I was born in the southern part of India, in the year 1989.  
Our main food was rice but sometimes we would eat such things 
as "rice cakes" and pancakes. I was 6 years old when I left India.  
I came to Australia by aeroplane. I arrived in Australia on the 
26th of January - Australia Day. What a great start! 
The reasons my family left India to come and settle in Australia 
was that my parents just wanted a better life. In Australia there 
are more comforts and more opportunities then there are in 
India. I don't remember what I thought of Australia but I can 
remember that it was very different to India. 
Learning English wasn't much of a problem. I already knew a bit 
but my accent was a bit dodgy. It took me about 4 months to 
learn the Aussie accent and the words. One of the funny 
experiences was on the second day of school. We were told to 
glue some sheets in. They gave me a pot of glue. The glue they 
gave me was a lot different than the glue they used in India. The 
glue they gave me looked a lot like rice and I was really hungry. 
So I started eating it. Luckily I wasn't hurt or anything. My teacher 
pulled me away after I ate about 2 spoons. 
My arrival did have ups and downs but overall it was good. 

 
Imagine you are a journalist. Make a list of questions 
you would ask someone who has come to live in 
Australia from another country.  
Think about the who, what, where, why, when and how 
questions. 
 

                                  
 
 
          

  
 Languages 

 
Language allows communication of values and beliefs of a particular 
culture and allows participation in life. While English is the dominant 
language in Australia, many people speak a language other than 
English within their families and communities. This linguistic diversity is 
an asset for Australia and makes us more competitive in trade as well 
as fostering international ties and cultural exchange. 
 

The following graph shows the languages other than English that are 
spoken in Australia. Make up five questions using the information from 
the graph. Give them to a partner to answer. 

 

 

IN HARMONY Task Card 5 Task Card 6 
IN HARMONY 



                              
 
 
 
          Religion 
 
Religious institutions and observances play an important role in 
catering for people's needs and therefore should be recognized 
and respected. 
 
Use the information on this bar graph and show it on a pie graph. 
     

Major religions in Australia 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
                       

 
 
               
 

Dancing 
 
Because Australia consists of many cultures we are fortunate to be able to experience 
many forms of dance originating among the people of different nations or regions.  
Match the list of dances with where they originate and the traditional costumes worn. 

 
DANCE               
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNTRY of ORIGIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Argentina, Czech Republic, 
Hawaii, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, 
Middle East, New Zealand 
(Maori), Scotland Spain,  

Polka, Highland, Tango, 
Flamenco, Step-Dance, Haka, 
Cherry Blossom Dance, Hula, 
Hat Dance, Belly dance 
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