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Vocational education and training (VET) 

What is VET? 

VET stands for vocational education and 

training. VET undertaken at school provides 

students with work-related knowledge and 

skills. There are many nationally endorsed 

VET qualifications and accredited courses 

available, covering most industries and 

occupations. 

Many Queensland secondary schools 

provide opportunities to undertake VET at 

Certificate I and II levels, and some schools 

also provide opportunities to undertake 

Certificate III and above qualifications. 

Students may access higher Australian 

Qualifications Framework VET qualifications 

through other providers such as TAFE. 

The QSA has a delegation to register 

schools as Registered Training 

Organisations (RTOs) and ensures school 

RTOs comply with the Australian Quality 

Training Framework standards. 

Why offer VET? 

For students aspiring to join the workforce 

after leaving school, VET offers the 

opportunity to study for recognised 

qualifications and gain skills and experience 

that make them more employable. VET 

provides learning opportunities beyond the 

traditional curriculum, with assessment 

meeting industry standards. 

VET can cater to all senior students, 

including students who: 

 want to acquire employment-specific 

skills 

 are at risk of not completing their 

schooling 

 would like to gain university entrance. 

How is VET offered in 
schools? 

Stand-alone VET 

Most VET undertaken at school is offered as 

individual qualifications/courses which 

students can study, irrespective of any other 

subjects they are studying. Stand-alone VET 

may be delivered by school RTOs, TAFE 

institutes or private providers. 

Embedded VET 

There are currently three Authority subjects 

with VET qualifications embedded: 

 Hospitality Studies 

 Information Technology Systems 

 Business Communication and 

Technologies. 

In these subjects, students are required to 

work towards a VET qualification as well as 

gaining a level of achievement in the 

Authority subject. 

School-based apprenticeships 

and traineeships (SATs) 

SATs allow students to work for an employer 

under a Contract of Training and train 

towards a recognised qualification at the 

same time as completing their school 

studies. 

Students whose SAT is not completed by 

the time they finish Year 12 may convert to a 

full-time apprenticeship or traineeship. 

Students who are completing a school-

based apprenticeship can get recognition for 

their on-the-job learning, as well as their 

training towards a VET qualification. 


