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Frequently asked questions about OPs 

What is an Overall Position (OP) and 
what is it used for? 

Overall Positions, or OPs, provide a statewide rank 
order of students (on a 1 to 25 scale, 1 being the 
highest) based on students’ achievement in 
Authority subjects studied for the Queensland 
Senior Certificate. A student’s OP shows how well 
that student has performed in their senior studies 
when compared with the performances of all other 
OP-eligible students in Queensland. 

OPs are used in the selection of students for 
tertiary education courses. They are used by 
tertiary education institutions as one basis for 
selecting applicants for a course when there are 
more eligible applicants than quota places for that 
course.  

Will sending my child to a school with a 
high number of OP1s give my child a 
better chance of gaining an OP1? 

The number of OP1s students get at a particular 
school in any one year will not tell you how well 
your child will perform at that school. Your child will 
not do well just by attending a school with a lot of 
bright students. 

Regardless of which school your child goes to, 
your child will need to achieve at a very high 
standard to get an OP1. Your child has to be 
ahead of the competition in his or her subjects. If 
the competition is very strong, your child will need 
to be only just ahead. If the competition is weak, 
your child will need to be a long way ahead. 

You should choose a school that suits your child 
and encourage him or her to study the subjects in 
which your child is likely to do best.  

What matters most is how well your child does, not 
the school he or she attends.  

Does my child have to study subjects 
such as Physics and Maths C to get an 
OP1? 

A student can get an OP1 with any combination of 
Authority subjects. What counts is your child’s 
individual achievement in those subjects. An OP1 
student must perform at the level of the top two per 
cent of students in the state. 

How can students ensure they get the 
best OP? 

OPs depend on student achievement. Students 
ensure they get the best results by performing as 
well as they can in each of the subjects they study. 

To obtain the best possible OP, students are 
advised to study eligible subjects that they enjoy 
and in which they are able to achieve good results. 

 


